Miramichi Lake Activities for July 14 to 20, 2012
Activities: Again this week strong winds affected both day and night activities. A 4 year old adult female Smallmouth Bass (based on size) with eggs not ripe and running and a 2 year old juvenile male SMB (based on size) were caught Monday night in Sectors 16 and 1, respectively, while electrofishing by boat. Other activities this week included gill netting, fyke trapping, angling and barrier surveillance, with the brook below the barrier back-pack electrofished Thursday afternoon.  Fyke trapping activities in Sectors 13, 14, 15 and 16 was stopped this week because of the high amount of young gaspareau of the year (55 to 65 mm) being captured while travelling towards the barrier to exit the lake. Surface water temperature varied between 22.2 and 24.7°C (min-max).  
Staff: Dave Patriquen (MWMC), Shane Price (MWMC), Omer Richard (MWMC), Jacob Richard (MWMC), Brian Richard (Miramichi Headwaters Salmon Ass’n volunteer) and Michel Biron (DFO). 

Barrier on Outlet (Lake Brook): The barrier operated without incident. No SMB were captured or encountered.
Backpack Electrofishing: Lake Brook was fished Thursday afternoon with 2 backpack electrofishers.  No SMB were captured or encountered. 

Gill Nets: The gillnets effort and targeted areas were similar to last week. No SMB were captured.
Fyke Nets: Fyke trapping effort was stopped in Sectors 13, 14, 15 and 16 this week to reduce mortality on young gaspareau of the year travelling towards Lake Brook. No SMB were captured.
Boat Electrofishing: Sectors 1 and 16, where all bass have been captured this year, were fished multiple times on Monday night. The only other Sectors covered were 11, 12 and 13, on Tuesday night, because winds affected all the other Sectors for the remaining of the week. A total of 3 hours of effort yielded 2 SMB; 1 adult female (4 year old) and 1 juvenile male (2 year old). 
Angling: Angling effort was greatly reduced this week because of the presence of strong winds everyday.  Both Four Mile Brook and Lake Brook were extensively angled with no SMB being captured.  
Summary table: Catch comparison for young of the years (YOY), juveniles and adults Smallmouth Bass (SMB) for 2010, 2011 and 2012 (to date), comprising all methods of captures (electrofishing, gill nets, fyke nets, beach seine, angling, others). Blank cells indicate that no activity occurred during that period.
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Figure 1:  A map of Miramichi Lake Bathymetry. 
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Grand Total

2532 483 0 21 10 7 31 30 2 2584 523 9

Week 2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012

17 0 0 0 0

18 0 1 0 1

19 0 0 0 0

20 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1

21 0 0 0 5 0 0 1 2 0 6 2 0

22 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 2 0 2 3 0

23 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 0

24 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 0 5 0

25 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 0

26 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 3 0 1 3 1

27 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 2 1

28 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 2 1 3 2 3

29 21 0 0 2 0 1 1 3 1 24 3 2

30 35 23 0 0 11 1 46 24

31 103 73 0 1 0 0 103 74

32 80 72 4 1 1 0 85 73

33 206 41 0 0 3 0 209 41

34 394 55 0 0 0 1 394 56

35 138 18 1 0 0 0 139 18

36 507 49 2 0 2 0 511 49

37 283 21 0 1 1 0 284 22

38 231 19 0 1 1 3 232 23

39 151 59 1 4 1 1 153 64

40 127 24 2 0 1 1 130 25

41 101 5 1 0 1 0 103 5

42 112 19 0 0 3 1 115 20

43 43 5 0 0 0 0 43 5

44 0 0 0 0
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